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Earl of Salisbury. In December, he at last procured the long-
desired key to the whole riddle. He was thunderstruck at the
names of men whose loyalty had never been suspected, and
who occupied the highest posts in the Government, and were
in constant attendance upon the person of the King. He
hoped, indeed, that some of the persons indicated might have
refused to accept the offered bribe, but, even after the utmost
allowance had been made, enough remained to fill him with
astonishment and disgust.

The secret was of far too high importance to be entrusted
to paper. Digby, therefore, at once asked permission to return
l6l4> home on leave of absence, in order that he might
He obtains acquaint the King, by word of mouth, with the dis-
return to coveries which he had made. The request was, of
wfrffthte course, granted, and in the spring he set out to carry
information. the jmp0rtant intelligence to England. James learnt
that Northampton and Lady Suffolk were in the pay of Spain,
though Somerset appears to have kept himself clear.1

What James's feelings were on the receipt of this startling
intelligence we have no means of knowing, as his answers to
Digby's despatches have not been preserved. We may, how-
ever, be sure that he neglected to draw the only inference from
the terrible tidings which could alone have saved him from
further disgrace. In fact, such revelations as these
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given to are the warnings which are invariably given to every
these reve- Government which separates itself from the feelings
lations. an(^ intelligence of the nation which it is called to
guide. Was it wonderful that a Sovereign who stood aloof
from the independent national life around him, should be sur-
rounded by men who had accepted office rather in the hope
of obtaining wealth and honour for themselves than from any
wish to devote themselves heart and soul to the service of their
country ? When selfishness, however much it might be dis-
guised even from himself, was the ruling principle with the
King, it could not be long before it showed itself in his
ministers.

1 Digby to the King. Aug. 8, Dec. 24, S. P. Spain.    Compare Vol.' I.
p. 214.